
 
 

 
 
 

Finding the right fit—What to Look for in a College 
 
Your choice of a college should be an extension of yourself, and your search for the best college for you 
should be guided as much by looking at yourself as it is by looking at the colleges and rankings and 
guidebooks. 
 
Focus your decision-making on what is important to you. College is not simply a place where you will 
study and live for four years; it will be the place where you make lifelong friends and begin to shape your 
adult identity both intellectually and socially. 
 
Some factors to consider in the college search process: 
 
Academic Program 

• Availability of intended major 
• Possibility of combining majors 
• Library and computer resources 
• Class sizes and faculty/student ratio 
• Availability of full-time faculty vs. graduate assistants as professors 
• Reputation for academic quality 
• Availability of off-campus programs 
• Quality of facilities and faculty in area of intended major 
• Opportunities to try out career interests through internships 
• Percentage of graduates accepted to intended graduate school 
• Percentage of graduates employed after graduation 

 
People/Social 

• Quality and accessibility of faculty 
• Intellectual level of students 
• Friendliness of students 
• Accessibility and responsiveness of the administration 
• Social opportunities—percentage students in Greek life 
• Quality of social facilities for students 
• Major athletic programs 
• Diversity of enrollment 
• Cultural opportunities 

 



Campus 
• Appearance of campus 
• Size of campus 
• Availability of housing 
• Metropolitan area vs. rural 
• Residential vs. commuter students 
• Availability of good places to study 
• Food—dining halls and near campus 
• Nearby shopping, restaurants 
• Convenience of transportation 

 
Cost 

• Total cost (tuition, fees, books, etc.) 
• Cost of travel to and from home 
• Availability of financial aid and scholarships 
• Employment opportunities on campus 

 
 
 
Visiting Colleges—Things to Consider: 
 

• For most applicants, academic quality is the number-one issue, but few agree on how to judge it. 
One important measure is the attention faculty members give to the quality of instruction. 
Certainly, no single visit can assess this characteristic fully, but you can get some useful 
information by visiting a class or two. Did most students seem interested in the lecture? How 
advanced was the level of discussion? Did the atmosphere and class size invite student 
involvement? 

 
• Visiting the library and classes are important, but alone they won’t tell all that you need to know 

about academic quality. In fact, a common bit of wisdom about college is that half of the education 
is what you learn outside of your courses, especially from your peers. So do a bit of eavesdropping. 
Visit the student center, walk through the mail room and have lunch on campus. Listen to 
conversations, read bulletin boards, pick up a student newspaper. Trying to absorb the culture of 
campus life will help you find out what students are thinking and care about most, and if you have 
things in common with them. 

 
• If you’re into athletics, take time to see the sports facilities and programs. Relatively few students 

can be varsity athletes though, so be sure to ask about club sports, the intramural program and 
recreational athletics. Because availability is as important as quality, find out what hours those 
impressive new fitness centers and swimming pools are open for general student use. 

 
• Finally, keep a notebook to organize your thoughts about what you see on your travels: interesting 

people you meet, special programs you want to remember and your impressions of a campus’ 
overall atmosphere. Later when you need to narrow your list—and your memories of several visits 
have faded and blurred into each other—you’ll be glad to have a record of what you saw and heard 
at each school. Good luck and enjoy! 
 

Helpful Resources 
 

• Reviews by college students: www.unigo.com 
• Recommended Reading 
• How to Navigate College Web sites 

 

http://www.unigo.com/
http://www.charlottecountryday.org/uploaded/BucsNet/College_Counseling/CC_Recommended_Reading.pdf
http://www.charlottecountryday.org/uploaded/BucsNet/College_Counseling/CC_Navigate_College_Websites.pdf

