
College Interviewing 
 

 

 

Many colleges and universities do not have admissions interviews available because 
of the size of their applicant pools. Others do; either with an admissions officer or 
with an alumni interviewer. Most colleges will tell you that the interview is not 
evaluative; that is, while the interviewer may take notes to share with the 
admissions office, the interview is primarily in place for you to ask any questions 
you may have. 

No matter what, look at the college interview as an opportunity to share 
information about yourself. You want to put your “best foot forward.” Here are some 
suggestions: 

• Dress as you would for an assembly day at school. Or something you might 
wear to church or synagogue. Look nice! 

• Arrive early. Take the campus tour before your interview, if possible. 
• Look your interviewer in the eye. Smile and give them a confident handshake 

to start. 
• Be honest and be yourself. 
• Be ready to answer the question, “Why are you interested in this college?” Be 

prepared to discuss several reasons why you are serious about attending the 
school.  

• Have some questions ready, other than those you can find the answers to on 
the college’s website. Perhaps there was something on the tour you would like 
clarified.  

• Have five attributes about yourself that you want to get across during the 
interview. Try to work them into the answers you give.  

• Provide examples. If you say that you are a good leader, have an anecdote 
about a time when you demonstrated that. 



• Answer questions thoroughly, but watch the length of your answers. You 
don’t want to answer with one sentence, but you also don’t want to continue 
talking too long. 

• Humor is a good thing, if you use it properly. It lightens the moment and 
helps you take a deep breath. 

 

Questions usually center on some themes. They include your goals, your strengths 
and weaknesses, your values, your individuality, your intellectual interests and 
accomplishments; they might also concentrate on what you might contribute to the 
college, what you’ve read lately, or what you do for fun. Occasionally, colleges will 
ask students about current affairs, but typically they want to know about you. 

Think of this as a conversation rather than an interview. What kind of conversation 
would you have with a friend of your parent(s)? Typically, after the first few 
questions, the interviewer will find out what you enjoy and will focus on that idea. 
Be ready with your five attributes! 

Thank the interviewer for his/her time. Be sure to write a thank you note or e-mail 
to thank them again when you return home. 

The College Counseling office has a list of questions that might be asked as well as 
questions you might ask. Stop by for a copy. 

 

 


